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The Spirit of Scarthe:

Dear Friends

Are you sitting comfortably? Then | will begin.. When |
was young | loved to watch Jackanory (probably still
would from time to time if | were in!). | enjoyed hearing
all the stories being told and becoming involved in them.
Last Friday | went to the Ordinands Testimony Service in
Lincoln, and listened and became involved in their stories
as they told them. As often happens there were those
memories and links in with my own journey, as well as the
memory of how it felt in those last few days leading up to
ordination.

Story is a powerful thing. Perhaps you like to read, or to
listen to stories being told. Within the church our stories
testimony- involves the listeners, challenges and affirms
as we hear what is being said. It does not matter whether
they are simple journeys of growing and deepening faith,
or whether there are some dramatic events involweaat

is important is hearing and sharing in what God is doing in
our lives, which for us all is encouraging.

Jesus encouraged people to share their stories. The woman
at the well was so excited having met Jesus that she
wanted to tell her story. Legion was sent by Jesus to tell
his story to others. As those stories were told, pointing to
who Jesus was, others were challenged by what they
heard. The class meetings of early Methodism always had
a time of sharing together the story of what God had
been doing in the past week. Sometimes we share those
stories with one another in other ways, and sometimes we
remain silent.

What we share can encourage, affirm and challenge, if we
allow God to speak through us. Are we prepared to share
our stories of what God is doing with us?

Every blessing

Ruth
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Act of God

Harry Secombebdés day of Sp
The Summer sun, its shining light;
Autumndés glory through th

To Winterd6s pretty scenes e’ t e.
Early games of bat and ball,
An evening walk under blue sky;
Kicking what are golden leaves,
Those childhood snowmen built up high.
No disasters to be seen,
A |life thatodés nor mal , not hin
Which is truly what they mean,
#When saying itodos an act of G

Zippadee Do Dah

Several weeks ago | placed a 'wanted ad.' in a magazine aimed at the
50's generation...you probably know the one | mesew and knit bags
for a local charity shop and had run out of zips. As new zips can be cos
thought | would ask if any one had any to spare..... now | wish that
hadn't as there is now a zip mountain in my sewing room. They turned
daily on the parcel van in crates, huge parcels oMzigsisband took to
going round the house singing 'Zippadee Do Dah (OK you can sto
laughing now). More than enough for me to use. So calling ¢
dressmakersare you in need of a zip? | have plenty of them, nearly a
new ones as folk have been so very generous. There are also a lot of t
very heavy open ended zips for jackets etc. Have managed to sort tt
into colours to make things a bit easier. Please do talk to me or en
marmaduke39@yahoo.co.uk Joy Davis
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Life after Death - Thoughts from C S Lewis (submitted by Norman)

C S Lewis wrote quite a lot about the afterlife and about another world that

existed beyond this world. A wonderful, new world that would one day enable

us to look back and see our present world as something which he called
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Writing on his own belief in life after death, the following short passage is ex-
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we have risen in Christ. And once again, after who knows what aeons of

the silence and the dark, the birds will sing out and the waters flow, and

lights and shadows move across the hills and the faces of our friends laugh

upon us with amazed recognition.

Guesses of course, only guesses. If they are not true, something better will

be. For we know that we shall be made like Him, for we shall see Him as

(A EO86O6

Letters to Malcolm was the last book that he wrote, and the words that | have

quoted come from the very end of the book. They are, therefore his last re-

corded thoughts upon the after-life and were written shortly before his own

death in 1963.
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Text of the Month

( Let us not become weary in doing
good,
Y for at the proper time we will reap a harvest

if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9 (NIV)
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Parable of the Returning Ruler
Asked  Assign Aware Beaten Blows Charge
Cut Day Drunk Expect Faithful ~ Few
Finds Food Given Good  Hour Lord
Manager Many Master Pieces Place Proper
Put Ready Returns ServantsSuppose Taking
Things  Time Truth Wise  Allowance Demanded

Entrusted Possessiongynbelievers

After you find all the hidden words the left over letters spell out a
Bible verse reading from the top left to the bottom right.

Thanks to www.bibleowrdgames.com for this search. _ Q
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Nurturing

Aln bygone days there was a ©pro
became the main masts for military and merchant ships. The great
shipbuilders first selected a tree located on

the top of a high hill as a potential m
Then they cut down all the surround
trees that would shield the chosen
from the force of the wind. As the yes
went by and the winds blew fierce
against the tree, this made the tree g
stronger and stronger until finally it w
strong enough to be the foremast of a s

Though fierce winds may blew in our liv
buffeting us with their storms, stresses anad
strains, remember that they are ¢
faith and strength. So stand up in the place where God has put you and
there do your best. Out of the buffeting of serious conflict God expects
us to grow strong. The tree that grows where tempests toss its boughs
and bends its trunk often almost to breaking is often more firmly rooted
than the tree which grows in the sheltered valley where no storm ever
brings stress or strain. The sar

I f you have something useful you no | on
on the FREECYCLE website and anyone who would like the item can get in touch.
Ask for your church! No selling, all free. Log on to: http://www.freecycle.org.... And

see what happens.

TRAIDCRAFT

Join Team Traidcraft at the Great North Run
Sunday 19 September 2010

There are charity places available, deadline for er

9 July, registration costs £44 and they ask you to |

£300 towards the development work of Traidcratft.

Call 01914 976445 to find out more, or

log onto www.traidcraft.co.uk/greatnorthrun.

Email running@traidcraft.co.uk.org
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Why notencOurageyourchuch memberstoget
involved in this year’s Big Lunch on Sunday . is - 3
July to bring their community together and say
something positive abeut the church? There '*

-will be plenty of information available on the Big .’
Lunch website soon, including tips on. organising .
your om&ngchand howtoﬁndonemyow
(= RS A L o L T -

Sunday 18 July 2010
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. See www 'f-?—,';air‘!u nOryoucancontact
Taken from the Methodist
church elink magazine for the The Big Lunch teain at info@thebiglunch.com

Lincoln and Grimsby District

A FORTNIGHT OR SO AGO a friend spoke of superintendent ministers as

being an ©6enda nNoeanlgdipers, pezhaps.a\e prayed at Synod for
Brian Bailey (Scunthorpe) and Michael Townsend (Grimsby and Cleethorpes), both out
of action. Mi chael, thankfully, is as 0
remain. Brian retires on health grounds, rather better now and comfortable in the pew
(at Yaddlethorpe recently). Stephen Brown (Lincoln North) retired early last Decem-

ber and now, again on health grounds, Gillian Belford of Barton & Brigg leaves in Au-
gust.

We have all experienced periods of interregndnsome short during sabbaticals, oth-
ers for a full year. At my | ocal URC, t
meni cal benefité But the strains do not
of Mark Lawrence, already a busy, misstmgaged minister, who had superintendency
t hrust upon him in Lincoln North. That
chaplaincy, Jo Lightowler is on materni

and local volunteers who seek to ease the burdens.
Asking that we hold all our presbyters and deacons in our prayers regularly and
deeply is a minimum support. Finding what we could do and offering it, out of

deep understanding, becomes ever more necessary. The ancient comment about
early Christians: 0See how those Chri st

now as thené .



More taken from the Methodist churcHiek magazine for the Lincoln and Grimsby

WHILE STREET PASTORS ARE ON THE STREETS a prayer team covers them in
prayer.. The pastors may be helping youngsters separated from their friends,

escorting females to taxis, attending t
are in and out of consciousness, being listening ears to the hurting, giving food and
drinks t o homel ess, joking and chatti

conversations about God.

To find out more, try www.streetpastors.org.uk
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TRY THI S ( WOMA Ndc8pe wilh btriesE of the dayBreakfast : half
grapefruit, 1 slice toast, 1 glass skimmed nhilknch : small portion steamed chicken,
spinach, herbal tea, 1 Mars BAfternoon Boost : cup hot chocolate, scoop ice

cr eamd a dBvenvg: 2 Bottldsavine, 2 garlic loaves,-itch pizza, 3 Mars

BarsLate snack: from the freezer, one entire litre tub of Haagddaaz icecreane .
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Epworth Old Rectory

Wesleyana Day

%‘ Second

at Epworth Old —
S _-\i Hand
Rectory i Book Sale
S
o Saturday July 24th 2010 from
Saturday July 24" 2010 == i '¥
10am to 4.30pm —- 3 10am o 4.30pm
. % o To raise funds for
Do you have a treasure related to c>5’ the major Please come and
the Wesley family, to local ] S development browse
Methodism in the Epworth areq, or i jo) project
pworth Come and
f0E OdRectory? SN O Any donated books would be gladly
1f s0 — we would like to invite you to bring second hand @) received, and can be left at the Rectory
it along to the Old Rectory to be booksaleto = during normal opening hours,
considered by our team of experts. raise funds = 10am-4.30pm Monday to Saturday and
We regret that we cannot offer for the major () 2-4.30pm Sundays.
valuations Development Epworth Old Rectory, 1 Rectory Street. Epworth, N. Lincs DN9 tHX
Refreshments available all day Project. i Telephone : 01427 §72268 &
m Website : wwnw.epwortholdrectory.org.uk L
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